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set to music; really, it would be a great pity were
it not so, they succeed so admirably. I often wished
that Reverend father Landreau, who is so fond of
well-executed church musice, could be present at our
high masses; it would be a greater treat for him than
anything he has yet listened to. The men who lead
off with The first verses he might take for a choir
of a hundred Cordeliers, and the women for some
great community of nuns. But what am I saying?
Neither cordeliers nor nuns ever sang as do our
Iroquois men and women. Their voices are both
mellow and sonorous, and Their ear so correct that
they do not miss a half-tone in all the church hymns,
which they know by heart. Our Iroquois, like all
the other savage tribes, with the exception of the
Sioux, are sedentary. They raise horses, pigs,
poultry, and other domestic animals as do our own
people. The men leave us about the end of septem-
ber, each taking his own road to The hunting-
grounds of the deer and beaver, nor do they return
to the village before the month of february. Others
go on the war-path. We have actually forty warriors
out on expeditions to strike at other tribes. Their
weapons are ever ready, for they take the part of
the french in every quarrel with The other savage
nations,—indeed, The Iroquois of Sault St. Louis
are looked upon as the most Warlike of all the
american tribes; but this is no proof of their Valor.
Their mode of warfare is but stratagem and surprise,
Their encounters are mere attempts at assassination.
They fight bravely then only when they know that
the sole alternative lies between victory or death.
Our people have a war on their hands this long
time with A Savage tribe called the renards. It has



